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 Attached to my article is one of the most 
wonderful poetry written by an Associate 
with the Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls by 
Associate Garry Dahl.  When We Offer 
No Resistance to Love.  This poem speaks 
beautifully of what Jesus speaks to of in our 
Easter messages from our Sunday scriptures 
from the Letter of John and the Gospels of 
John over the last few weeks.
 From Easter Sunday where Mary of 
Magdala running to Peter and John to tell 
them Jesus has risen to the writings of John 
in his letters by knowing our love for God 
we also know our love for Jesus and to keep 
his commandments.  Let us be aware of the 
love God has bestowed on all of us that we 
may be called children of God.  On the fi fth 
Sunday of Easter, we hear John calls to us 
to love, not in word or speech but in deed 
and truth.  Then asks us to love one another 
because love is God.
 I encourage you to go back and read 
John’s First Letters and the Gospels written 
by John we fi nd in the Easter Season.   Then 
please take some time to read the attached 
poem and refl ect on those words in the poem.  
This is what we as Franciscans are call to in 
whatever ways each of us possibly can.
 Our May Gathering will be via ZOOM 
again.  Hopefully, we will be able to gather 
again safely after that at St. John Cantius.  

 
Connie Lacher, OFS

Except for our June Gathering.  The Council is 
planning to have a picnic at Assumption Hill/
Grasshopper Chapel and do another picnic 
there after many years.  The Calling Tree will 
keep everyone updated about what to bring.  
Make sure to bring a folding chair and a small 
table for yourself if you fi nd it diffi cult to eat on 
your lap.  Mary and Connie will bring tables to 
place the food on.  
 Connie and Edith will be going to The 
Regional Ministers Meeting in Buffalo on June 
4-6. Our local Council Meeting will have to be 
rescheduled for June 12th instead of June 5th 
for those of you who are part of the council.

Blessings of Peace and Joy to each of you!
Connie Lacher, ofs
Saint Cloud Fraternity Minister
       

Minister
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 “Where there is a need, there is a Franciscan”

When we off er no resistance to love                                         
 The hungry are fed 
 The poor and naked are clothed

When we off er no resistance to love 
 The homeless are found shelter 
 Refugees are off ered welcome, 
 while fear borne of hate is given no home 

When we off er no resistance to love 
 The inherent dignity of all God’s children is honored
  The sacredness of all life is known and loved as One

When we off er no resistance to love 
 The One Being who is Being itself is true sanctuary 
 Those suff ering violence and oppression are given refuge

When we off er no resistance to love 
 The Spirit and Will of God fi nds expression 
 We are made whole in the One who is Love
 
When we off er no resistance to love 
 The cross of a suff ering humanity is borne 
 The joy and promise of Christ experienced

When we off er no resistance to love 
 Loving our neighbor as our very self is a command lived and obeyed 
 The image and likeness of God is as Christ in us 

When we off er no resistance to love 
 Heaven is in our midst right here on earth
 
When we off er no resistance to love 
 Grace and Mercy heal us
  We know that all is gift and that we are entitled to nothing

When we off er no resistance to love 
 There is no scarcity of God’s Blessings 
 The world is made anew 

When we off er no resistance to love 
 We are our true selves in this one love which is in Christ 
 We are whole in God’s vision for our lives 

When we off er no resistance to love 
We are in the fl ow of eternal relationship with love 
God’s very self in Christ and the Holy Spirit in us forever

Used with permission of the author, FSLF’s Associate Garry Dahl.

When We Offer
NO RESISTANCE 

TO LOVE

Associate Garry Dahl



JPIC by Mary Holtz, ofs

 “Where there is a need, there is a Franciscan”
Our vocation includes pursuing Justice, Peace 
and Integrity of Creation. This idea comes to us 
naturally from the life of St. Francis and the whole 
Franciscan movement. It was his inspired pursuit 
of the Gospel Life. Francis’s love of Jesus led him 
to public preaching, and to take on the concerns 
of others. He held up with such passion the 
lepers, the poor, and the marginalized. He saw 
Christ’s presence in them. Francis was active in 
bringing about reconciliation between opposing 
parties. He saw and experienced God’s love and 
beauty in all of creation. He had deep personal 
religious experiences in private prayer as well as 
in ordinary life. These things brought him deep 
into the mystery of God. Francis’s way of speaking 
benefi tted all to whom he met; he made the 
message of God’s love understandable to ordinary 

people. St. Francis’s words and now our words: 
“Pace e Bene” and “Pax et Bonem” (Peace and 
all good) require more than just saying them. 
Remember the message in the words contain 
an action: “Lord, let me be an instrument of 
Your peace; Your healing peace.” 

Mary Holtz, OFS

Parts paraphrased from usfranciscans.org/
home/justice-and-peace/

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
There is so much good in the worst of us,
And so much bad in the best of us,
That it ill behoves any of us
To talk about the rest of us.

No one who can read will ever succeed
in cleaning out the attic.

Our wish, our object, our chief preoccupa-
tion must be to form Jesus
in ourselves, to make his spirit, his devotion, 
his affections, his
desires, and his position live and reign there.   
St. John Eudes

home/justice-and-peace/

submitted by Edith Daniels, ofs

Who is Jesus?  

 Who does He say He is? 
During the Easter  season we hear 
in the Gospel readings Jesus telling 
others I  am .....  Being curious, I went 
through the Gospel of John to read 
about what Jesus says about Himself.  
This is what I discovered.

 When Jesus is speaking to the Sa-
maritan woman at the well, she Him, 
“I know that the Messiah is coming.... 
“ . Jesus responds, “I am He, the one 
who is speaking with you.”

Food for Thought
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HAPPY EASTER to you all:

 Since I am having lots of computer problems this morning this 
will be short.  It is not the message that I have been working on, 
unfortunately.  
 Tomorrow is the Feast of St. Joseph, the Worker.  Since this year is 
dedicated to St. Joseph we will be studying about him for our April 
gathering.  Spend time reading about his life in the Gospels and 
from the information we learn about him from other saints.  He is 
a great Wonder Worker.  Chosen by the Father to take His place on 
earth  to raise His only Son and to be the husband of the mother of 
His Son is truly a special privilege. Be sure to memorize the words 
that St. Joseph spoke that are recorded in the Scriptures.  
 Please also study Article 20 from our Rule.  Becoming acquaint-
ed with Chapter 3 of our Rule.  This is important for us to be familiar 
with as we will be having our elections in November.  Not too early 
to think about that.  How can you be more involved in the frater-
nity?  Each one of us is important.  “I can’t do that”. “ I don’t know 
how.”  God does not call the qualifi ed, He qualifi es the called.  God 
does not ask for your ability, but for your availability.  These two 
sayings have been shared and I think are so true.  He supplies what 
is lacking in us.  The Holy Spirit is the Great Supplier.  Be open to 
His promptings.
 May is such a beautiful month fi lled with special feast days. Be-
ginning with St. Joseph the Worker, the Ascencion , the Feast of 
Pentecost, the Most Holy Trinity, the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, many special saints including several apostles and Franciscan 
saints.  The month of May is also dedicated to Mary.  Remember the 
May altar to Mary ?  I no longer bring her boquets of dandelions, but 
my prayers instead.

God’s Blessings to each of you.
Peace,  Edith Daniels, ofs

Ongoing Formation
by Formation Director Edith Daniels, ofs

May altar to Mary ?  I no longer bring her boquets of dandelions, but 


